
Criteria for Book Selection
A Christian library is not merely a collection of materials but rather a selection of carefully chosen materials.

  1.    Does the book meet a particular need in our library?
  2.    Is the book true to biblical teachings and the doctrinal position of our church? 

(This would not exclude books about other doctrines.
  3.    Is the subject matter treated accurately, clearly, fairly, and interestingly?
  4.    Is the book appropriate for the age or interest group for which it is intended?
  5.    Does the publisher have a good reputation in this field?
  6.    Is the book’s physical makeup – binding, paper, quality, print size, margins – satisfactory? 

Will it hold up well for the use it will get?
  7.    Are the illustrations well done and appropriate to the text and age level?
  8.    Are the vocabulary and writing style effective for the intended reader?
  9.    Are the contents up-to-date?
 10.   Does the book have current appeal?
 11.   Does the book have lasting value?
 12.   Does the book contribute to an overall balance of subject material?
 13.   Is the book being given good reviews in Christian publications?
 14.   Does the cost allow its purchase without eliminating something needed even more?
 15.   Is the book the best choice we can make in the field?
 16.   Will the people who use our library read it?

Criteria for Book Removal
Space constraints require a continual oversight of all materials. Various reasons for removing an item 
from our library include the following:

  1.    An updated edition has been published, which may replace the first edition. This is especially applicable
with nonfiction books.

  2.    A book in considerably better condition is donated and can replace one that might be ragged and worn. 
  3.    Books are found to be duplicates (which shouldn’t have gone on the shelves to begin with!).
  4.    Someone finds a book with objectionable content. We may have our reviewers evaluate it as well 

for a consensus.
  5.    A book is in poor condition and cannot be repaired effectively.
  6.    A book has been on the shelves for a few years and has never (or rarely) been circulated. 

Note: Removing books is painful to librarians and book lovers, but to keep adding new authors and 
current topics, sometimes we need to eliminate old books.
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