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Thursday, February 22

LESSON FROM A LICENSE PLATE 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
MATTHEW 5:16 (NIV) 

I recently had the opportunity to become a resident of South Carolina 
where my husband and I plan to eventually retire full time. Naturally, part 

of the process entailed getting a South Carolina driver’s license and license 
plates. I was pretty excited when I found out I had a choice between two 
tags, at no additional cost. One of the plates said “In God We Trust” at the 
top. That was a no brainer — I trust God, so I might as well put it on my 
license plate.  

Some time later I was leaving a store and was walking through the 
parking lot looking for my car. When I finally found it, I took special notice 
of my new plate and suddenly began thinking, “What am I trying to say by 
having a plate that says I trust God? What do other people think when they 
see me get out of my car? What do they think when they see me driving on 
the road?” 

I suddenly realized that if I’m going to have that tag, then I’d better be 
prepared to live up to what it says about me. If my vehicle is now an 
ambassador for Christ, then I’d better be sure the person driving it is as well. 
I need to be mindful that when I drive, I’m being courteous, considerate, 
and kind to others on the road. I need to remember when I step out of the 
car that people are watching me to see what a person who trusts God acts 
like. Am I being loving, helpful, joyful, patient, self-controlled? Do I act like 
a disciple of Jesus? 

We shouldn’t need a license plate to show others we’re Christians. If we 
let the love of Jesus shine through us, they will surely know. 

Lord, remind us that we are your ambassadors here. Let our words and actions 
show others we love you and are dedicated to showing them your love as well. 
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