
Giving to T rin ity United  Methodist Church  
 

 

 

 

“Give and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together 

and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 

be measured to you.”  - Luke 6:38 

 

We are pleased that Trinity offers you another way to share what God has given 

you through our new online resources. These simple and secure methods of giving 

to Trinity and indicating your involvement in its ministries and missions has many 

advantages, and with more and more people using the internet, we hope it is useful 

and helpful for many parishioners. 

 

As always we are most grateful to all persons for sharing their gifts of time, talent 

and prayer with the church, in whatever form best suits them.  May God bless and 

guide us always in using all such gifts for the building of His Kingdom. 

 

There are several ways to give: 

 

In Person:  Come visit and worship with us. 

 

Online:  Click “Donate” to access a secure, online systems for one-time or 

recurring debit or credit card contributions as well as to set up one-time or 

recurring debit (Electronic Funds Transfers or EFT) directly from your bank 

account. 

 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) by paper:  Don’t want to sign up for e-giving 

online?  EFT allows consistent amounts to be drawn directly and regularly from 

your banking account. This option allows you to give as regular priority and it also 

reduces the processing expense for the church.  To get started with EFT, you can 

complete our Authorization Form located in the narthex and select the EFT option.  

If you are new to EFT, you will be asked to submit a voided check along with the 

form and return it to the church office.  Questions, please read our FAQ 

document. 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions on e-Giving 

 

Q.  What is electronic contribution? 

 

A.  Electronic contribution is an automatic transfer program which 

allows you to make contributions without writing checks. 

 

Q.  What is the advantage of electronic contribution? 

 

A.  It saves time.  You also help the church stabilize its budget and 

save money.  This program also reduces the work of the church 

volunteers who count the offering and the office staff who maintains 

contribution information. Errors are reduced, and your contributions 

are more secure because you do not have a check that is passing 

through many hands from the time it is dropped in the offering plate 

until it is deposited in the bank. 

 

Q.  What happens after I create a profile and donate? 

 

A.  Once you create a profile, you instantly receive an e-mail once your 

donation is made. 

 

Q.  How is my electronic contribution automatically deducted from 

my account? 

 

A.  Once you authorize the transfer, your specified contribution is 

electronically transferred directly from your checking or saving 

account to the church’s account. 

 

Q.  When will my contribution be deducted from my account? 

 

A.  On the date you authorize. 

 



Q.  Can I pay for a trip or special event using this method? 

 

A.  Yes, you can by specifying in the “other” box what the donation is to 

be used for. 

 

Q.  What if the categories do not state where I want to donate? 

 

A.  There is a “text box” next to each category where you can elect to 

write anything.  You have the ultimate flexibility to state where you 

want to donate. 

 

Q. How do I participate in the weekly offering if my contribution 

is automatically deducted from my bank account? 

 

A.  If you wish, you can print “I give electronically” and place it in the 

offering plate, but it is not necessary. 

 

Q.  Are there any minimums? 

 

A.  There are no minimum numbers of transactions and there is no 

minimum transaction amount. 

 

Q.  Are there any special software or hardware needs? 

 

A.  The only requirement is a computer with an Internet connection. 

 

Q.  If I do not write checks, how do I balance my checkbook? 

 

A.  Since your contribution is made at a pre-established time, you 

simply record it in your check register on the appropriate date.   

 

Q. Without a canceled check, how can I prove I made my 

contribution? 



 

A.  Your bank statement gives you an itemized list of electronic 

transfers. This is your confirmation of contribution.  In addition, e-

giving donations will appear on your yearly statement from Trinity for 

tax purposes. 

 

Q.  Is electronic contribution risky? 

 

A. Electronic contribution is less risky than check contribution.  It 

cannot be lost, stolen or destroyed.  It has an extremely high rate of 

accuracy. 

 

Q.  What security measures are in place? 

 

A. Vanco is a Payment Card Industry (PCI) Level 1 Service Provider – 

the highest level of security certification for a credit and debit card 

processor.  As part of the PCI certification process, Vanco passes 

rigorous, independent on-site audits on an annual basis and other 

critical assessments on an ongoing basis. Vanco has taken the extra 

step of implementing PCI Level 1 security standards across its entire 

line of payment solute ions.  Vanco is unaware of any other payment 

processor that can make this claim. 

 

Q. What if I change bank accounts? 

 

A.  Notify us and we will give you a new authorization form to complete. 

 

Q.  How much does electronic contribution cost? 

 

A. For you nothing! 

 

Q.  What if I try electronic contribution and I do not like it? 

 



A.  You can cancel your authorization by notifying us any time.  But, 

once you have enjoyed the convenience, time and money savings of 

electronic contribution, we doubt you will want to go back to making 

contributions the way you did before. 

 

Q.  How do I sign up for electronic contributions? 

 

A. Complete and sign the authorization form located in the narthex and 

place in a sealed envelope along with a voided check or savings deposit 

slip, print “E-giving” on the outside and place it in the offering plate or 

return it to the church office.  Or go online to our site and create a 

profile. 

 

Q.  What if I have a question not listed here? 

 

A. Contact Doug Brown at widowsmite@comcast.net or 609-617-6701 

or 856-478-4154 or Suzanne Clemente-Smith at 

suzanne326@verizon.net.   
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